Platelet Production
The platelet production was determined by measuring the incor- at day 20, before normalizing (Fig.   I B) . IA) .
The platelet production varied proportionally to the platelet counts, except that the platelet production was stimulated to about 160% of normal during the first 4 days after irradiation (Fig.  1 B) sure.
The regeneration ofthe MK population started after day 7 by proliferation ofthe 2N-4N MK (Fig. 2) MK reached the peak level, whereas the number of 16N-64N MK still remained low (Fig. 2) .
At this time, the platelet production was about 70% of normal ( Fig.  1 B) , which indicates that some of the MK with a DNA content less than l6N (probably the 8N) participate in platelet production during the recovery phase.
The number of 16N-64N MK reached peak value at day 20 (Fig.  2) , when the platelet production was also increased ( Fig.   I B) . This is reasonable, as increasing the mean MK DNA content is one way the MK population increase their platelet 17, 18 The observed findings may be explained as follows: 
